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1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  ___Berea College Square Commercial Historic District___________ 

Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      _____N/A______________________________________________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing______________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: __Main St (100 block), Short St (200 block), Center St (100 block, 204 

Center), Jackson St, (103-105) and Prospect St (no addresses)_______________________ 

City or town: _Berea___________ State: ___KY_________ County: _Madison___________  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this        nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           ___x local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

__x_A             ___B           ___C           ___D         
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4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public ï Local 

 

 Public ï State  

 

 Public ï Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

 Site 

 

 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 

 

 

x
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Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

_____13________   _____________  buildings 

 

______1______   _____________  sites 

 

_____________   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

_____14________   __0____________  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___1______ 

____Boone Tavern Hotel (NRIS #95001527)__________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _COMMERCE/TRADE: business______ 

 _COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store____ 

 _COMMERCE/TRADE: restaurant________ 

 _DOMESTIC: hotel__________________ 

 _SOCIAL: meeting hall _____________ 

 _LANDSCAPE: plaza__ 

EDUCATION/education-related_____________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 ___ COMMERCE/TRADE: business ________________ 

 ___ COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store___________ 

 ___COMMERCE/TRADE: restaurant_______________ 

 __ DOMESTIC: hotel___________________ 

 ___LANDSCAPE: plaza__ 

EDUCATION/education-related______________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 __LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival___________ 

 ___LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 Materials:  (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: __Brick, Stone, Concrete, Slate, Stucco, ______ 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

 

The Berea College Square Commercial Historic District is a late nineteenth to mid-twentieth 
century commercial district owned primarily by Berea College. The 3.5-acre district contains 14 

buildings and one public square space located between South Main Street, Prospect Street, 
Short Street, Jackson Street, and Center Street. All the buildings and the landscape feature 
contributŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΦ The predominant style featured in the district is Colonial 
Revival. 
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Figure 1. NRHP Boundary Map for the Berea College Square Commercial Historic District. 

 

District Setting 

 

Berea is located in southern Madison County, at the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains.1 

The town is situated in the Inner Bluegrass Cultural Landscape Region, as established the 
Kentucky Heritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office (KHC/SHPO).  (See Figure 2 below). 
Berea also shares cultural and historic characteristics of the Eastern Mountains and Coal Fields  
Region. Berea was named for a town in the New Testament of the Bible by abolitionist and 
minster John G. Fee.  Fee and other like-minded individuals established Berea College as an 

interracial school in the mid-to-late nineteenth century; the history of which is discussed in 
detail in Section 8 of this nomination. The town itself postdates establishment of the college 

and grew around the school, rather than the other way around.   
 
 

                                                             
1 WŀŎƪƛŜ .ǳǊƴǎƛŘŜΣ ά.ŜǊŜŀΣέ ƛƴ YƭŜōŜǊΣ ŜŘΦΣ ¢ƘŜ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ 9ƴŎȅŎƭƻǇŜŘƛŀ ό[ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΥ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ 

Kentucky, 1992), 71.  



 

Sections 9-end  page 6 

 

 
Figure 2Φ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ aŀǇ 

 

 

The town is 14 miles southeast of the county seat of Richmond. Major thoroughfares extend 
through Berea, including US 25, the former Dixie Highway, and Interstate 75; both of which are 

important north-south routes.  The 2010 population of Berea is 13,561 inhabitants.2 
Approximately, 1,600 students attend the college in a given year.3 The College charges no 

tuition but students are expected to work in various College departments to help support the 
overall mission. 

                                                             
2 /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŜǊŜŀΣ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tǊƻŦƛƭŜΣέ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ WǳƴŜ нлнл ŀǘΥ https://bereaky.gov/for-

visitors/community-profile/ 
3 .ŜǊŜŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ άvǳƛŎƪ CŀŎǘǎΣέ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ WǳƴŜ нлнл ŀǘΥ https://www.berea.edu/about/quick-

facts/ 

Madison 
County 

https://bereaky.gov/for-visitors/community-profile/
https://bereaky.gov/for-visitors/community-profile/
https://www.berea.edu/about/quick-facts/
https://www.berea.edu/about/quick-facts/
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Figure 3. Topographic map showing the Berea College Square District in its urban context. 

 
 

District Site Characteristics and Previous National Register Work 

 
The proposed historic district is located in the downtown area accessible from Main Street and 
Chestnut Streets, which are major community thoroughfares. A network of state and county 
roads converge upon the district, making it a focal point in the town.  These roads include KY 
21/Prospect Street, US 25/Chestnut Street, Center Street, and Estill Street, KY 595/Main Street, 
Scaffold Cane Pike, and Walnut Meadow Road.  The district is embedded within the Berea 
College Campus. The main older campus educational buildings are located just west of the 
district with campus dormitories and other educational buildings situated south, north, and 
east. The College Square District is part and parcel of the College and has been largely owned 
by them, with a single exception, since the early-to-mid-twentieth century.  
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¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōȅ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎΣ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
trees, and street furniture. Concrete sidewalks line the east and south sides of the public square 
space (MA-1125), as well as Short, Center, Prospect, and South Main Streets. The primary 
streets in the district are public and include South Main Street, Center Street, Jackson Street, 
and Short Street. All of the buildings in this block abut one another and share party walls. A few 
buildings back up to one another on South Main and Short Streets. Six buildings face South 
Main Street (MAB-8 ς MAB-12 and MA-1122) and one public square (MA-1125). Three buildings 

face Center Street (MAB-6- MAB-7 and MA-1121), and three face Short Street (MAB-5, MA-
1123 ς MA-1124). Two buildings face Jackson Street (MAB-19 and MA-1126). In 2007, the rear 

entrance to the tavern was modernized with brick sidewalks and a new parking lot, in place of 
an older frame hotel annex building. At that time, Short Street was closed off and ceased to be 

a thoroughfare to Prospect Street. The College now owns this portion of Short Street, which 
serves as a parking area and beautified accessible entrance to Boone Tavern. Photos of the 
district are included below in Figure 4 - Figure 9. 

 

 
Figure 4. Berea College Square District, looking northeast from Main Street toward MAB-7, MAB-8, and 

MAB-9. (Photo 001). 
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Figure 5. Berea College Square District, looking north from the College Square green space toward MAB-

12, MA-1122, MAB-11, MAB-10, and MAB-9. (Photo 002). 

 
Figure 6. Berea College Square District, Boone Tavern (MAB-12), looking northeast from Prospect Street. 

(Photo 003).  
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Figure 7. Berea College Square District, looking northwest from Short Street, toward MA-1123, MA-

1124, and MA-1121. The rear elevations of MAB-10 and MAB-11 are in the background.  (Photo 004). 

 
Figure 8. Berea College Square District, looking southwest from Short Street toward MAB-12 and MAB-5. 

MAB-1123 is in the foreground. (Photo 005). 
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Figure 9. Berea College Square District, looking northwest down Jackson Street, toward MAB-19 and 

MA-1126. (Photo 006). 

 
There are two College-owned buildings/sites listed in the National Register in the near vicinity 

of the proposed district. These are Berea College Forest (NRIS 02000343), listed in 2003, and  
Lincoln Hall (NRIS 74000892), listed in 1974. Lincoln Hall was also designated as a National 

Historic Landmark in 1974 for its important association with early interracial education in the 
United States. As was the case in the 1970s and 1980s, only a single building was selected from 
the campus (Lincoln Hall) to represent the entire campus.4 ¢ƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ 

Iŀƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ƻŦ .ŜǊŜŀΩǎ 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ5 Berea College Forest is located off KY 21/Prospect Street a few miles 

from the district and was nominated for its importance in the themes of conservation and 
education.  There is a single building within the College Square National Register district 

boundaries which was previously listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The Boone 
Tavern (NRIS 95001527/MAB-12) was listed in 1995 for its importance to the educational 
mission of the College as well as its architectural importance.  
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

                                                             
4 Following contemporary historic preservation practices, there are additional buildings on the campus 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

the mid-twentieth centuries. 
5 WŀƳŜǎ {ƘƛŜǊŜΣ ά.ŜǊŜŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ς [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ IŀƭƭΣέ bƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tƭŀŎŜǎΣ 

Listed December 2, 1974. 
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Berea College Square District Evolution 

 
The Berea College Square District evolved from a collection of late nineteenth-century frame 

vernacular commercial buildings of varying construction materials and styles into a primarily 
College-owned commercial district with a uniform appearance. The evolution depicted in Figure 

10- Figure 17 was not by happenstance. The goal was to create a stately aesthetic in keeping 
with the high ideals of the College in this commercial district, which was positioned very near 
the heart of campus. Berea College President William Frost, who served from 1890 to 1920, 
developed a steady relationship with the Olmsted Firm of Brookline Massachusetts, 
represented by John Charles Olmsted, the nephew, and step-son of Frederick Law Olmsted; the 
latter of whom gets credited for much of thŜ hƭƳǎǘŜŘ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ  CǊƻǎǘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 
ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΣ ǿŀǎ WΦ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ /ŀŘȅ ƻŦ /ŀŘȅΣ {ŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ .ŜǊƎ όǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ CǊƻǎǘΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜύΣ 

who was also a source of steady aesthetic recommendations. By the late 1910s, Olmsted and 
Cady had convinced President Frost that a rustic aesthetic did not recommend the campus, but 
instead, a Georgian design vocabulary was urged.6 In a 1917 letter, Olmsted strongly 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ CǊƻǎǘ ǘƻΣ άōǳȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ƻƴ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ΨŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƭƭ ōǊƛŎƪ 
surfaces in the Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǘƻ ǳƴƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ōƭƻŎƪΦέ7 Although the College Trustees had agreed 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣέ 
Frost remained convinced that the rustic style had remaining utility in some locations on the 
campus. The Board of Trustees, along with the newly inaugurated President William Hutchins, 

who served from 1920 to 1938, officially recommended use of the Colonial Revival or Georgian 
style in 1923.8 This policy included a list of approved paint colors (white or off-white), roofing 
materials such as slate, and metal surfaces be painted a dark bronze color.  Around this same 
timeΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀ άǇǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ 
ǿƘƛǘŜΦέ9 In the years that followed, the College purchased and demolished older frame 
buildings and constructed new brick Colonial Revival style buildings. As well they purchased 
older brick buildings and rehabilitated their facades in the Colonial Revival style. New buildings 

were constructed with this same aesthetic. The result of these design guidelines can be seen in 
the College Square District today.  A brief study of historic maps is included below, to form a 

visual understanding of ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ in further detail in 
Section 8 of this nomination. 
 

 
 

 

                                                             
6 Robert Piper Boyce, Building a College: An Architectural History of Berea College (Berea: Berea College 
Printing Services, 2006), 15. 
7 Boyce, 21. 
8 Ibid., 24. 
9 Ibid. 
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Figure 10. 1895 Plat Map of Berea, showing the Main Street District. Note that there are no 

buildings in Area 1 and 2, where the College Square District was later developed. 10 
 
 

                                                             
10 aŀŘƛǎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ όY¸ύ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ 5ŜŜŘ .ƻƻƪ ппΣ н-3. 
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Figure 11. The 1907 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for Berea shows significant growth since the 

plat map, just twelve years before. The only two buildings that remain standing from this period 
are MAB-8 (FS 4) and MAB-9 (FS 5).11 

                                                             
11 {ŀƴōƻǊƴ aŀǇ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ά.ŜǊŜŀΣ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΣέ όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ {ŀƴōƻǊƴ aŀǇ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ мфлтύΣ оΦ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ 

online March 2020 at: 
https://exploreuk.uky.edu/catalog/?q=Berea%2C+Kentucky&f%5Bformat%5D%5B%5D=maps 

 

MAB-8 

MAB-9 

https://exploreuk.uky.edu/catalog/?q=Berea%2C+Kentucky&f%5Bformat%5D%5B%5D=maps
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Figure 12. 1912 Sanborn Map, showing the College Square area. Note that Boone Tavern (MAB-
12) is pictured below left at the corner of Prospect and Main Streets.  The three brick buildings 
to the north of the tavern were suōǎǳƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфнлǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴΩǎ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ 

dining spaces.12 

                                                             
12 {ŀƴōƻǊƴ aŀǇ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ά.ŜǊŜŀΣ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΣέ όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ {ŀƴōƻǊƴ aŀǇ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ мфмнύΣ оΦ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ 

online March 2020 at: 
https://exploreuk.uky.edu/catalog/?q=Berea%2C+Kentucky&f%5Bformat%5D%5B%5D=maps 

 

https://exploreuk.uky.edu/catalog/?q=Berea%2C+Kentucky&f%5Bformat%5D%5B%5D=maps
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Figure 13. The 1922 Sanborn Map displays still more development on the Square.  By this time, 

the College had purchased most of the earlier frame and concrete block buildings and 
demolished them to construct brick Colonial Revival style commercials buildings, following 

plans laid out by the Olmsted firm and the Berea College Board of Trustees, under President 

CǊƻǎǘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Boone Tavern Garage buildings at top right along 
Jackson Street.13 

                                                             
13 {ŀƴōƻǊƴ aŀǇ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ά.ŜǊŜŀΣ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΣέ όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ {ŀƴōƻǊƴ aŀǇ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ мфннύΣ оΦ Accessed 
online March 2020 at: 

https://exploreuk.uky.edu/catalog/?q=Berea%2C+Kentucky&f%5Bformat%5D%5B%5D=maps 

https://exploreuk.uky.edu/catalog/?q=Berea%2C+Kentucky&f%5Bformat%5D%5B%5D=maps
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Figure 14. ¢ƘŜ мфнф {ŀƴōƻǊƴ aŀǇ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ  {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ 

buildings had been demolished by the College with brick Colonial Revival style buildings taking 
their place. (See MAB-11/FS 7 for example). Brick one-story commercial buildings, e.g. MAB-

5/FS 10, MA-1123/GS 11, and MA-1124/FS 12, began to populate the west side of Short Street, 

at the rear of the Main Street commercial blockΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƻƻƴŜ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ 
buildings was accomplished by this time. As well, the Boone Tavern Garage reached its present 

footprint, through an addition extending southward to Jackson Street.14 

                                                             
14 {ŀƴōƻǊƴ aŀǇ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ά.ŜǊŜŀΣ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΣέ мфнфΦ hn file at the University of Kentucky Map Library, 
Lexington, Kentucky, 2. 

 








